
With nearly 400 people in attendance, our 

coffers were overflowing as the giving spirit 

of Christmas kicked in during the  

11 th annual HOPE Dinner & Auction at the 

Country Springs Hotel in November. 

For the first time in the history of this 

event, our guests had the opportunity to  

purchase meals for those less fortunate as 

part of the live auction.  

Simply ð $3.33 covers one meal at Hope 

Center. With a $1,000 corporate match (300 

meals), our goal was to hit $4,000 for a total 

of 1,200 in meals.  

It didnõt take long for the generosity to 

spread. One bidder stood up and pledged 

$4,000 to meet our goal. And that was only 

the beginning. 

From there, we had bids of $500 (150 

meals) $250 (75 meals) $100 (33 meals), 

$50 (15 meals) and $25 (seven meals). 

When you think about it, a $50 bid could 

feed 15 people. 

Generosity filled the room as over 

$17,000 was raised for the meals that will 

be served to our guests. We are truly  

humbled and blessed! 

Hope Center could not do this without your 

compassion and graciousness. It was 

through òyouó we had brisk bidding during 

the silent and live auctions. It was through 

òyouó we had very generous corporate  

sponsors, who stepped forward and  

contributed through their hearts.  

Our thanks to everyone. Thank you to the 

Country Springs Hotel for their generosity in 

keeping our meal costs as low as possible 

and also for 

donating the 

dessert each 

year. 

Through 

òyouó the 

crowd who 

came  

together a 

week before  

Thanksgiving 

did their part 

for those 

less  

fortunate. 

Hope Center is thankful for the local  

community. 

As the chairperson of the Hope Dinner & 

Auction committee, I must also tell you about 

the endless hours of volunteering that goes 

into organizing this event. It is impressive!  

The planning, gathering of silent and live 

auction items, solicitation of corporate  

sponsors, creative graphic design, printing,  

mailing and more is done by a group of  

dedicated and enthusiastic team players 

over many months and on a very small 

budget. We are blessed by the HOPE  

committee and the Hope Center staff. 

Soon, plans will get under way for the 

2010 HOPE Dinner & Auction, to be held 

Thursday, November 18. If you have a gift 

where you can assist with this dedicated 

committee, please contact me at  

joefinn123@gmail.com. 

Joe Finn, Chairperson 
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PLEASE VISIT  

OUR WEB SITE! 
www.hopecenterwi.org 

Our Web site features   

information about our  

programs and services,  

upcoming events and an 

online version of our  

newsletter. Please bookmark 

our page for future reference. 

 

WHO WE ARE  

Hope Center is a  

ministry committed 

to serving people  

in need in  

Waukesha County 

Signs of ôHopeõ  
Generosity fills evening at HOPE Dinner & Auction 



Welcome! 
As the winter 

has set in on our 

lives, we  

sometimes ask 

ourselves, òWhy 

are we living in this 

cold and snowy 

climate?ó Yet our 

homes are warm, 

clean and full of relatives and 

friends. 

This is not so true for the 

homeless, who seek the  

minimum of comforts, simple 

shelter or a cot for night to sleep 

inside of a building. The  

emergency overflow shelter that 

was approved again this year by 

the city of Waukesha provides 

some comfort to those who have 

no place to go. St. Matthias  

Episcopal Church has again 

opened its doors to provide a 

place with warmth and a cot to 

sleep on. 

Hebron House of Hospitality 

has taken on the responsibility of 

providing the care and  

supervision needed to make the  

homeless as comfortable as  

possible in the temporary shelter 

at the church. 

Hope Center also has opened 

its doors for the homeless as a 

day drop-in shelter. Hebron 

House has joined with Hope  

Center to give those without 

homes a place during the day to 

stop in and have a cup a coffee, 

read a newspaper, watch a 

movie, play cards and do job 

searches, thus avoiding the bitter 

Wisconsin cold that comes with 

the winter. 

The Greater Milwaukee  

Foundationõs Kalmbach  

Publishing Co. Fund, as well as 

other cherished donors, have 

gratuitously granted Hope Center 

$5,000 to provide for the needs 

of our clients who daily seek  

shelter from the cold. These 

funds provide the small comforts 

mentioned above, as well as for 

food for a warm lunch of soup 

and hot dishes. Hope Centerõs 

food preparation of a noon meal 

is so much appreciated by those 

visitors at the shelter. 

As our new name, Hope  

Center, proclaims, hope is the 

one item that the needy and  

homeless seek. Not only for hope 

in the years or the months to 

come but hope for a better day 

tomorrow. Hope seems to be all 

they have to grasp onto. Your 

contributions help in providing 

that hope. Thank you all for what 

you give to our organization. Our 

staff remains committed to  

provide the hope for tomorrow, 

and the monies received will be 

used effectively and with  

compassion. Giving hope is what 

we strive to do. 

The HOPE Thanksgiving Dinner 

& Auction this year had many 

surprises, great auction baskets 

made by your churches, fine  

attendance and high bids on the 

items up for auction.  

The most memorable live  

auction item was for meals that 

are served daily at Hope Center.  

We received an unbelievable 

$17,000 in contributions that will 

allow us to serve over 5,000 

meals for those who come for a 

nutritious evening meal three 

times a week. Thank you!!! 

The HOPE Dinner raised over 

$70,000. Save the date for 

2010; it will be held on Thursday, 

November 18. To all of our  

wonderful and dedicated  

volunteers, thank you.   

The Clothing Shop has seen a 

huge increase in clients. We have 

experienced monthly increases 

since mid-year to where we 

served over 3,400 people in the 

months of Nov. and Dec. Without 

the volunteers and the generous 

donations from all of you, Hope 

Center could not provide the  

volume and high quality that is 

recognized by the clients  

receiving those services. 

As we begin 2010, we see no 

decrease in the amount of  

services being provided. We are 

again planning to continue our 

òSock it to Povertyó program, 

where you can place any loose 

unwanted change (coins) in a 

stocking and save it for a month.  

Then return it to your  

participating church or return it to 

Hope Center for collection so it 

can be put in action and serve 

the needs of those we help. 

Donõt forget to plan on  

participating in the 2nd annual 

golf outing at Western Lakes Golf 

Course on July 19, 2009. Bring 

along a foursome and spend the 

day on a beautiful course and 

take your best swings at  

stamping out poverty. Mark your  

calendars now. 

All in all, we have had many 

changes this year, and next year 

will be no exception. In May, we 

anticipate the reintroduction of 

òProject Move,ó which will supply 

furniture, appliances and  

household items that are no 

longer needed and delivered to 

those who can use them. Save 

those items until spring and we 

will arrange to collect them or 

pick them up so that others may 

enjoy the items they may not be 

able to afford. 

Thanks to all for your support 

and encouragement. Peace.    
Ralph Zick, Exec. Director 

Ambassadorõs meeting keeps  
congregations up to date 

I met with Hope Centerõs 

Ambassadorsõ Club on  

December 1.   

The Ambassador Club is 

comprised of a representa-

tive from each congregation 

who receives news and 

information to take back to 

their members about 

whatõs happening at Hope 

Center.  

Please make sure your 

congregation sends an 

ambassador to these  

quarterly meetings. The 

next one is March 2, 2010 

at 6:30 p.m. at the Hope 

Center. 

The December agenda 

included a background 

leading up to the name 

change from Cooperating 

Congregations of Wauke-

sha County to Hope Center, 

whatõs happening in each 

of the programs we offer to 

our clients and the building 

of a new storage facility so 

that we can renew òProject 

Move.ó 

We also discussed the 

dramatic increase in the 

call for services, especially 

the 600 percent increase in 

the number of children 

coming for the meal  

program, and the òthanksó 

we get from many of our 

clients. 

New this winter is a  

drop-in center during the 

daytime, especially in-

tended for people using the 

emergency shelter at St. 

Matthias Church.  

Volunteers are urgently 

needed from noon to 4 p.m. 

to òvisitó with those who 

come. 

Volunteer needs were 

also reviewed during this 

hour-long meeting, because 

80 percent of volunteers 

come from congregations 

who relate to Hope Center 

in some way.  

In addition to the  

volunteers needed for the 

drop-in center, we also 

need people for the  

Clothing Shop. 

 Please be sure that your 

congregation is made 

aware of what we need to 

help those hardest hit by 

the  current economic  

conditions. 

Rev. Ted Romberg, 

President 

Hope Center would like to thank the following 

people who contributed their time and talents to 

creating our new name and logo: 

 

Mary Symes ñ In the Moment Marketing (overall 

marketing concept and strategy, coordination, 

project management and implementation) 

 

Jim Taugher ñ  

CI Design 

(graphic design 

and layout) 

 

Ron Scheel ñ 

Modern Ink 

(printing of ban-

ner and printing 

and installation 

of signage. 

Special  
Thanks!!! 



  

There are needs throughout our 
community and expressions of 

thanks often given by our  
Hope Center guests. We wanted 
to share those personal concerns and thanks with you. As you read 
them, please know the need is 

still very strong but that you are 
all making a difference in the 
lives of many of our guests. 


